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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the meaning of the physical leisure activity space for elderly
people. In order to understand the special space known as “Collatek,” the researcher visited several Collateks
located in the following areas of Seoul and selected six participants for the study: Yeongdeungpo—dong,
Yeongdeungpo—gu, and Jegi—dong, Dongdaemun—gu. The study was conducted through a series of literature
reviews, participation observation, and in—depth interviews. The result is derived from the theoretical
framework of the “Space Production Theory” classified by Lefebvre. The results of the analysis based on the
collected data are as follows. First, Collatek was reproduced as a leisure activity space for the elderly where
spatial practice was being done. Collatek was transformed as a new leisure activity space for the elderly after
teenagers left the area. Before Collatek, the elderly did not a have place to go, so they welcomed the new area.
Second, in the cultural shady place, the elderly were experiencing representations of space as an area for leisure
activities in sunny side. The meaning of Collatek, which was recognized as a negative space where an
unspecified number of men and women would meet through dancing, has changed as the number of elderly
people visiting the area has increased. Third, it can be seen that spaces of representation are produced through
the production of a physical leisure activity space. The participants of the Collatek restored their healthy
laughter and vitality through physical activities like dancing, and were able to form their own community.
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